St. Ignatius of Antioch Church
999 Reading Avenue Yardley, PA 19067

May 8, 2016 Seventh Sunday of Easter
REVISITING OUR BAPTISM
A mere seven weeks ago thousands of new Church members were baptized. Their new life in Christ has once
again infused new life into the Church. Their new-found
faith has inspired and bolstered the faith of those who
have followed Christ for many years. As the Easter season
nears its end, we revisit the scene of our baptisms. In the
second reading we hear Christ calling us:
"Come. . . . Let . . . the one who wants it receive the gift of
life-giving water" (Revelation 22:17).
But our baptism is not one of water only. John refers to
washed robes, and we know that this washing is to be "in
the blood of the Lamb." To make sure we get this message, we have today's first reading from Acts. It is the
story of Stephen, the first Christian to be killed for his
faith in Jesus. We remember the promise and also the cost
of being a disciple of Christ.
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MINISTERIAL STAFF
Rev. Msgr. John J. Miller, STD, Parochial Administrator
Rev. Jonathan J. Dalin, M.Div. Assistant Pastor
Msgr. Francis J. Statkus, J.C.D., Retired, in Residence
Deacon Robert J. Skawinski, M.B.A., Retired
Deacon Michael Cibenko, B.A.
Mary Ann DiTommaso, M.A. in Ed., School Principal
Annmarie C. Flanagan, M.A., DRE
Maria Gdovin, B. S., Youth Minister
Francis Klose, M.A., M.Ed., D.Litt., Music Director
Gregory Lucidi, B.A., M.S., Business Manager
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Rectory: 215-493-3377, Parish Secretary Ext. 211
Fax: 215-493-0450
E-mail: contact@siparish.org
Website: http://www.siparish.org
School: 215-493-3867
Religious Education Office: 215-493-5204
Youth Ministry Office: 267-391-7693
NEW PARISHIONERS
New to the parish? Please call the rectory for an
appointment to register.

SCHEDULE OF MASSES:
Saturday: 5:15 PM Vigil Mass
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30, and 6:00 PM
Children’s Liturgy of the Word: at 9:30 Mass
Daily, Monday to Friday: 9:00 AM
Saturday: 8:00 AM.
Holy Day Schedule: 7:00PM Vigil Mass, 7:00AM,
9:00AM, and 7:00PM.
Special Schedules for Christmas, New Years & Easter
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays: 4:00 to 5:00 P.M.
Eves of First Fridays: 7:00 to 7:30 P.M.
Eves of Holy Days: 6:30 P.M.
Confessions will also be heard at any reasonable time
on request.
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the rectory at 215-493-3377 ext. 211 if someone is sick. The Holy Eucharist will be brought to anyone homebound.

From the Administrator’s Desk…

No matter what your present status in
the Catholic Church;
No matter what your current family or
marital situation;
No matter what your past or present
religious affiliation;
No matter what your personal history,
age, background, race or color;
No matter what your own self-image or
esteem;
You are invited, welcomed, accepted,
loved and respected at
St. Ignatius Church.

The Sacrament of Baptism is normally
administered on the second and fourth
Sundays of each month at 12:45P.M. Pre
-Jordan class, for the first child only, is
required for parents. Class is held on the
first Monday of the month at 7:30 PM in
room 2B on the 2nd floor of the Meeting
Center. Parents, please call the rectory to
register for the class.

Last week we looked at the S word of ACTS: Supplication or “asking for”. Whatever jam we’re in, we turn spontaneously to God. There are no atheists in fox holes.
Equally, long-standing wishes, hurts, and disappointments keep the “please God”
spigot running. Mature prayer of supplication, as I hope to clarify, logically follows
on Adoration and Thanksgiving.
Thanksgiving. The key. In both the Common and Christian Scriptures, recognition
of what God has done and is doing for us is the basis of all praying and living. Open
your eyes. Count your blessings. Behold the sky, the tree, the child, health, recovery, security, food on the table – the list is unending. Behold WHO provides it all.
Then, there are the conversions, the resolution of conflicts that bring us to our knees
in recognition, in gratitude, in worship.
Years ago, a trip to Greece turned out to be the perfect travel storm. Hardly the horrors St. Paul experienced in his missionary journeys, and not the fault of the country
or its citizens; but if it could go wrong, it did! Finally: Athens where we were taken
to the most accommodating restaurant ever. “How can I thank these people,” I
asked myself, not being conversant in modern Greek. “Well, you do know some
classical and biblical Greek, Dummy,” said I to me. “So, look at the sign in red
lights over the exit that reads ‘exodos (in Greek Script). Hey! That’s the title of the
second Book of the Bible: Exodus , which means exit!” Finally, the brain got into
gear: “And our word Eucharist derives from the Greek ‘eucharistia, which means
“thanksgiving”, doesn’t it? Put it into verb form, and you’ll get ‘euxaristo and be
able to thank these life-saving people decently.
Yes. Thanksgiving is our fullest prayer. And where do we experience it most perfectly? In Mass, of course, the model for all gratitude to God and neighbor. Think
of the “last discourse” in St. John’s Gospel, we’ve been hearing this Easter Time.
These five chapters unfold the meaning and implications of the Holy Eucharist –
almost a quarter of his entire Gospel! Add to that, his Chapter 6 for his specific
teaching on the change of ordinary food and drink into the supersubstantial food and
drink of his Body and Blood! As we humbly eat and drink, so do we break bread
and pour forth his chalice in our daily lives. Truly, he calls us to give thanks and to
live lives of thanksgiving.

Arrangements must be made at least six
months in advance. Please call the
rectory to make an appointment with one
of the parish priests.

Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults

to be continued

ROSARY

Monday
9:00AM
Tuesday
9:00AM
Wednesday
9:00AM
Thursday
9:00AM
Friday
9:00AM
Saturday
8:00AM
5:15PM

All are invited to recite the rosary after
the 9:00am Mass. For those who can
stay longer, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy
is also recited.

Sunday
7:30AM
9:30AM
11:30AM
6:00PM

For those who would
like to inquire about
the Catholic Faith,
information is available. Please contact
the Director of Religious Education,
Annmarie Flanagan, at
215-493-5204 or 215-370-5701.

Jerry Connor Jr. (Loretta and Bill Amerine)
Gertrude J. Diehl (Mary Crawford)
Leonard Andolino (Dan and Meg McGovern)
All Living and Deceased Members of the Parish
Jennie Romano (The Gambale Family)
Carol Rosswurm (Vince and Roxana McKernan)
Ann and Joe Noto (RoseAnn and Tom LaFisca)
May 15, 2016
Patricia A. Monigan (Edward Monigan)
Arthur VanBuskirk (The Septer Family)
Margaret and Joseph Queenan (Mary C. Crawford)
Evelyn Kehoe (Janet Wassum)

FATHER McCAFFERTY
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

ST. IGNATIUS FISCAL CORNER
One of the issues brought to our attention during our recent feasibility study was transparency of the parish finances. We hope this “Fiscal Corner” will help to answer
those questions and give a greater understanding of the parish finances to our parishioners. A common question asked was, how much do we owe on our parish debt, and
why do we have one. On June 30th 2016 the balance of our debt to the Archdiocese
will include principal owed on the loan for the building of the parish center
($607,848), overdue interest on that loan ($421,473) and back parish assessment
($603,836) for a total of $1,633,157. With the sale of the land, we will be able to reduce that amount to under $1,000,000, but we will still owe a significant amount of
money. This was due to assessments and loan payments that were not paid over the
years. It was a decision to use our limited resources for our parish ministries and for
religious education. The plan was to address the debt with the sale of the extra piece
of property the parish owns. Unfortunately, due to the timing of the sale, and the dip
in the real estate market, the original plan to pay the entire debt with those proceeds,
was no longer a possibility. We realize we must meet our obligations to the broader
church of the Archdiocese and are working to reduce, if not eliminate our debt to keep
our parish financially secure. Next week we will take a closer look at our Sunday contributions over the years and how we compare to our surrounding parishes. As always,
if you have a topic you would like to know about, email me at pbm@sipairish.org
- Gregory Lucidi, Parish Business Manager.

$ 19,816.00
$ 469.00
$ 1,665.00
$ 6,724.00

$ 13,725.00
$ 610.00
$ 1,142.00
$ 5,507.00

SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTION
NEXT WEEKEND

MAY 14TH AND MAY 15TH
Our second collection next weekend will
help defray the cost of our snow removal. The total cost of snow removal
for this past winter was $26,420.00.
Thank you for your generosity!

COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS
May 3, 2015
May 1, 2016
Sunday
Youth Ministry
Catholic Home Missions
Monthly ACH

A suggestion to our parishioners - see
if the company you work for might
consider a matching gift to your
donation to our Scholarship Fund. We
are in need of several donations to the
fund in order to assist needy families
with school tuition.

355 env.

We are very grateful for the support of our parish.

AID FOR FRIENDS
“To change the world we must be good to those who cannot repay us.”—Pope Francis
Aid for Friends provides free meals for the elderly, ill and homebound in the greater Philadelphia area. Our next meeting to assemble meals will be held on Thursday, May 14th from 9 am –
noon in the church auditorium kitchen. We are truly blessed, but
more helping hands are always needed and welcome. If you can’t stay to help assemble the meals, a main dish or starch can be delivered on the morning of the meeting or
a donation can be given to help us buy supplies. Your gifts and talents are always appreciated. If you would like additional information on how you can help, please call
Kathy, 215-321-0116 or Jayne, 215-321-5739. See you on May 14th!
CONGRATULATIONS!
Priestly and Diaconate Ordination Anniversaries
On May 16th Father Dalin will celebrate his 7th Anniversary of Ordination.
On May 30th Monsignor Statkus will celebrate his 70th Anniversary of Ordination.
On May 29th Deacon Bob Skawinski will celebrate his 28th Anniversary to the
Permanent Diaconate.
On June 3rd Deacon Michael Cibenko will celebrate his 4th Anniversary to the
Permanent Diaconate.

PARISH RECEPTIONIST JOB
ANNOUNCEMENT
St. Ignatius is looking to fill a part-time
position of receptionist in our parish
rectory. A complete job description is
posted on our parish website:
www.siparish.org. If you are interested,
please send a cover letter and resume as
well as three references to
jobs@siparish.org. Closing date for this
announcement is Friday May 13th, 2016.

GROTTO BRICKS

The best way to remember our departed
friends and relatives may be to dedicate
a visible monument to their memory.
We are currently taking orders for personally inscribed bricks that will be permanently installed on the walkway to the
parish grotto.
The donation is $100 per brick with personal messages allowed up to 15 letters
on each of three lines. Orders will be
taken until May 30th for summer installation. To place an order or for further
information, contact Bill Murphy at
215-736-0628 or Jim Walsh at 215-3213288.

PLEASE REMEMBER
The first day each week for Catholic
Education in School and PREP begins
on Saturday/Sunday with attendance
at Mass.
BOOK ‘N BEAN
Wish you had more time to read great
books? How about one per month? Join
us on the last Tuesday of each month to
discuss the club’s book of the month!
Our group meets in the Religious Education Office (across from the school cafeteria) from 7:30 - 8:45pm for a relaxed
discussion. Bring your own refreshments. Contact Linda Stewart at dremom@verizon.net or call her at (215)
968-3577 with any
questions. Our schedule for the 20152016 academic year is:
May 24: Black Diamonds (Catherine
Bailey)

From the Religious Education Office …
The Religious Education Office is open Sunday through
Thursday. Note that the office is closed on Friday.
Parents of students who will be entering grades 7-12 in the
fall: Please encourage your sons and daughters to continue
their Religious Education after Confirmation. Confirmation is a beginning, not an
end. Don’t deprive your older kids the chance to learn more about God. We all know
how much we need God in our lives.
“Special Needs” PREP class: Parents, are you aware that we have a PREP class for
students with special needs? This class meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.? If we
could help to give your child a religious education in a small group environment,
please give Annmarie a call at 215-493-5204.
VACATION BIBLE CAMP: (June 27 – July 1 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon) –
CAVE QUEST: Following Jesus, the Light of the World is our program and theme
this year. This camp is for children who will be entering kindergarten to grade 5 in
the fall. We need lots of adult helpers and junior aides. If you’re interested in helping, please contact Annmarie at 215-493-5204. SEND IN YOUR REGISTRATIONS
to the Religious Education Office.
REGISTRATION FOR 2016 – 2017 PREP YEAR
All PREP families should have picked up registration materials for the 2016-2017
PREP year. You can also download these materials from the parish website at
www.siparish.org. Please bring completed registration forms (1 per child) and tuition
fee to the PREP Office or mail registrations to St. Ignatius as soon as possible. If you
are new to the parish or will have children entering kindergarten or grade 1 in the fall,
please stop in our office for information and registration materials or call 215-4935204. We will also need a copy of your child’s Baptismal certificate unless he/she
was baptized here at St. Ignatius Church.
Our Religious Education program is open to students in grades K through 12 and includes a Special Needs class for students who would work better in a small group environment.
ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH
SCHOOL
“High Achievement ~ Higher Purpose”
“Tis the Month of our Mother”, these words and many like them will begin to ring out
in the month of May. We sing the Mary hymns to remind us that we are honoring
Mary as our Mother.

Prayer for Mothers
God of all peoples...God, our Father,
God of Mary, Mother of Jesus, bless the
mother of our family. Bless her with the
strength of your spirit, she who has
taught her children how to speak, how to
walk, how to stand and how to pray with
you. Bless her and all mothers today
with health, joy, love, laughter and pride
in her children. May she, who embraces
the gift of life that You entrusted to her,
be embraced by You for all eternity to
rejoice with her family and friends forever.
This blessing and all graces we pray, in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

To show our love for our heavenly Mother, the parish sponsored May Procession
will be held on Thursday, May 12th at 7:00pm. Please join us in song and procession as we demonstrate our love of Mary. The procession will begin at the front
entrance of school, process around the parking lot and go into church to crown
the statute of Mary, celebrate Benediction and then depart with a happy heart.
We look forward to seeing everyone here.
St. Ignatius School ignites our students’ imaginations!
Open House will be held on Wednesday, May 18th from 9:00-11:00am and 6:008:00pm.
Come see why parents choose St. Ignatius School!
SAVE THE DATE
On Saturday, May 21, 2016 at 10AM, St. Ignatius Parish will celebrate
Mass in remembrance of Msgr. Samuel E. Shoemaker, to commemorate
what would have been the 50th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. We would like to invite all parishioners and friends to attend this
memorial. A reception will follow in the Parish Life Center.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
In response to God's call to holiness, our faith and life as adult disciples are grounded in developing a personal relationship with Jesus,
"the Holy One of God" (Jn 6:69, Mk 1:24). Accordingly, at the heart
of catechesis we find, in essence, a Person, the Person of Jesus of Nazareth. Catechesis aims at putting people in communion with Jesus Christ.
As its first goal, faith formation helps adults to acquire an attitude of conversion to the
Lord. This attitude fosters a baptismal spirituality for adults. It leads them to recognize
and repent of sin in their hearts and lives, to seek reconciliation through the sacraments, and to embrace the invitation and challenge of an ever deepening faith in Jesus.
It means putting on the mind of Christ, trusting in the Father's love, obeying God's
will, seeking holiness of life, and growing in love for others. Deepening personal
prayer is a significant means toward growth in holiness in daily life. Don’t forget
FORMED…..go to the parish website and click the link and do programs at home.
St. Thomas Aquinas, pray for us.
Intercessory Prayer:
For all those who have hardness of their hearts; may the Holy Spirit break that hardness with the mallet of His love and reassemble the pieces in the order in which they
were created; we pray to the Lord.

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR
COUNTRY
Matthew Bauer,
Melissa Bishop, Christian Blaydon, Sara
Brill, Mark Buckley, Michael Joseph
Buckley, Brad Bullman, Evan Cumming, Brent Cummings, Kevin O’Brien
Darby, Staten DeTample, Jamie Drennen, Ronald Ernst, Kevin Frawley, Anthony Fuscarello, Joe Galle, Jessica Garcia, Shane Gibbons, Stephen Greene,
Jonathan Grubb, Edward Hill, David &
Christine Kawoczka Krueger, Matthew
Krall, Justin Kumor, Daniel LaMorte,
Matt Leonardo, James Limer, Michael
Lowe, W. Kyle Magrisi, Joseph Marchand, Greg Marolo, Matthew McGurk,
Phil Melandez, Chris Merrick, David
Morgan, Kevin Nash, Stephen Neder,
Fred Olivari, John O’Rourke, John Parente, Laura Perazzola, Gregory B. Procaccini, Jason Propst, Matthew Rieser,
James Tams, Scott Toro, John Worman.

ROSE OF LIFE INTENTION
For the healing of all women who have had an abortion.
Today, the Respect Life committee hosts the St. Gianna relics. Pray to
her for healing and intentions.
Litany to Mothers:
Eve, our first mother-thank you for stepping out and being the first to understand the
complexities of life;
Sarah, Hannah, and Elizabeth- thank you for your patience and courage in waiting
for a miracle. May all people longing for children be strengthened by your stories and
comforted in their pain.
Hagar- thank you for your resolve in the face of exile. May all mothers who are
forced to flee or are forgotten be given hope in you.
Rebecca- you carried the burden of grief and wept for your children. Hold the hands
of all those who weep for their children-children who have gone missing, who have
died or are lost to them in other ways.
Jochebed- you used wisdom and insight to protect your children. Give to all mothers
this wisdom and insight in bringing up their children, especially in vulnerable times.
Naomi and Ruth- you showed that love can conquer all trials. Help all mothers to
love constantly when life seems impossible and despair weighs hard upon their souls.
Mary- the new Eve whose ‘yes’ to God changed our world forever. Thank you for
sheltering the Holy One for all those years ago, for your faithful love and tender care
of God’s most precious Son. May we never forget that in your giving is our greatest
receiving- of the gift of life wrapped in a manger and in a tomb. May we know the
true cost of relationship by holding our faith in Christ deep within our hearts as you
once held Him deep with your womb. Amen.
Our Lady of Guadalupe, pray for us.
THANK YOU TO OUR RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY FROM THE
LEGACY OF LIFE FOUNDATION
On behalf of the Legacy of Life Foundation, Inc., thank you for your gift of $2,000.00
received from the Respect Life Group on April 20, 2016. The women and families we
serve are so grateful for your generosity. Your gift helps us empower women with the
strength to freely choose life and provide support and advocacy for mothers throughout
their pregnancies and beyond.

PRAY FOR OUR BELOVED
DECEASED, all of our service personnel killed while serving our country,
those who have no one to pray for them
and the Holy Souls in Purgatory.

You can donate wearable, used
clothing at the Thrifty Irishman
clothing bin in our parking lot.
Your donations are greatly
appreciated!
THANK YOU TO THE
CONFIRMATION CLASS FROM
THE MOST REVEREND
JOHN J. McINTYRE

Thank you for the warm welcome that I
received at St. Ignatius Parish on Saturday, April 23, 2016, when I celebrated
the Sacrament of Confirmation with you.
Thank you for the donation to St. John’s
Hospice and for all your hard work in
preparing for the Sacrament.
I am grateful for your prayers and you
can be sure that I will remember you and
your families in mine.

PLEASE PRAY FOR ALL THE
SICK IN OUR COMMUNITY that
they return to the comfort of good
health: Loretta Amerine, Sabrina Amerine,
Brynn Clare Connor, David Fry, RoseAnn
Grall, Barbara Grzskovish, Madeline
Guarnieri, Andrew Kelly, Ellen Masterson,
Christine Nassar, Kathy Lyn Sibaja, Darwin Stout, Donald Weston, John Zack,
Barbara Zenno.
Please call the rectory to submit prayer
requests for the sick, and also to remove a
name from the list. Names will be
removed after a month, unless you
request otherwise.

WINTER COAT AND
SWEATER DRIVE
This is our Tenth Anniversary, so let’s
make it a huge success!
Date: May 14th
Time: 9am to Noon
Place: St. Ignatius Church, behind the
old rectory
The weather is beginning to warm up,
but don’t pack away those coats and
sweaters!
We will be collecting slightly used coats
and sweaters for those in need.
Certificates from Wal-Mart, Target, and
K Mart are also welcomed. Items will be
distributed through local charitable
agencies.
Your gift will help men, women and
children who are in need of usable warm
coats and sweaters. Your used coats and
sweaters is something “new” to someone
in need.
Thank you,
St. Ignatius Social Action Committee
MAY IS MARY’S
MONTH
WEEKLY FAMILY
ROSARY TO HONOR
MARY
Come Pray with us in MARY’S
OUTDOOR GARDEN GROTTO
6:30PM EACH WEDNESDAY
EVENING IN MAY (11TH,18TH &
25TH)
Hosted by: St Ignatius Legion of Mary –
Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Praesidium
If you have questions please contact Lisa
Liccione at (215) 499-1810

Maria Gdovin—Youth Minister
Phone: 267-391-7693
E-mail: ym@ siparish.org
High school youth group is offered to youth in 9th-12th grade directly after the 6pm
Mass. Our next meeting will be May 15th.
Middle school (6th, 7th, and 8th grade) EDGE will next meet May 22nd from 45:30pm. Please note that this group does not replace PREP or St. Ignatius Catholic
School. This semester we are talking about how to be superheroes in our faith!
LOOKING TO VOLUNTEER?
Catholic Social Services in Levittown has an ever expanding number of clients with
limited staff. They are actively seeking volunteers to help augment their staff and help
address these needs . Volunteers are needed for many diverse tasks i.e. monitoring
phone calls, food pick up for delivery to various distribution centers etc . If you have a
few hours to spare per week or periodically then please contact the rectory and we will
get back to you.
Thank You,
Your Social Action Committee
ADORATION CHAPEL
We are so blessed to have an Adoration Chapel at St. Ignatius. It is
open 24 hours a day 7 days a week. Won't you visit and spend some
quiet time away from our busy world? Perhaps you would like to help
us by becoming a substitute adorer or by adoring each week during one
of our open hours : Tuesday 3am, 11am, Thursday 4pm, Friday 6pm and Saturday
1pm. You will never regret spending some time with our Lord, Jesus! He will give
you His peace through your daily struggles. For more information about this beautiful
devotion kindly call Marianne Kloc at 267-346-0152. A sincere thank you to our new
adorers and to all of you who substitute and regularly adore at the Chapel, God Bless
you! Lastly, make a note of our adoration hotline number 215-493-3377 ext. 221 call
it to find out if the Chapel is open or closed.
THE FLOWERS AT THE
MAY ALTAR
For the Week of May 1st
In Memory of Diane Mays Requested by the Mays Family
In Memory of Leonard Wassum Requested by Janet Wassum
In Memory of the deceased members of the Gaiser and Flahive Families
Requested by Mariann and John Flahive
For the Week of May 8th
Special Intentions of Loretta and Bill Amerine. Requested by Loretta and Bill Amerine
In Memory of the Deceased Members of the Hrabowski and Ziomek Families
Requested by Michael and Karen Hrabowski
In Memory of Mary McMullen. Requested by Dorothy McMullen
In Honor of Michael and Karen Hrabowski. Requested by Helen Hrabowski.
During May, if you would like to donate flowers to honor Our Lady, please contact the
rectory at 215-493-3377, ext. 211. We need four $50.00 donations for the weekends of
May 15th, 22nd, & 29th.

